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The Promise of Living:
A Concert of Hope and Resilience

Voces Novae
Susan Swaney, Artistic Director

Bloomington Chamber Singers
Gerald Sousa, Artistic Director

Indiana University African American Choral Ensemble
Dr. Raymond Wise, Artistic Director

Sylvia McNair and Marietta Simpson, hosts

GATHERING MUSIC
Eric Bowling, flute
Elias Medina, oboe

Catherine Marchese, bassoon

PRELUDE

from “The Tender Land” Aaron Copland (1900-1990)
 The Promise of Living 

Bloomington Chamber Singers and Voces Novae
Eric Bowling, flute
Elias Medina, oboe

Catherine Marchese, bassoon
Nara Lee and Caio Lopes, piano

PROMISE

Dr. King’s Garment of Destiny Don Freund
Bloomington Chamber Singers

Walk A Mile Pepper Choplin
Standing Beside You Cindy Kallet

Voces Novae
We Shall Overcome Traditional

Audience and Performers Together
Led by Dr. Raymond Wise



2

HOPE

Unclouded Day Rev. J.K. Alwood, 
 arr. Shawn Kirchner

Voces Novae

Tides Reginal Wright
You-Xin Li, violin     Wan-Zhen Xie, viola

Nara Lee, piano
A Chain is Broken Dominick DiOrio

You-Xin Li, violin
Nara Lee, piano

Bloomington Chamber Singers

Hope Ysaÿe Barnwell
Audience and Performers Together

Led by Dr. Raymond Wise

RESILIENCE

Nearly Insane Ysaÿe Barnwell
Bloomington Chamber Singers

Asante Sana originally by Safari Sound Band, 
 arr. Wilson O. Shitandi

Voces Novae

I’ve Been Buked arr. by Hall Johnson
So Much to Live For Raymond Wise
Walk On  Raymond Wise

Sylvia McNair, Marietta Simpson, soloists 
Indiana University African American Choral Ensemble

Shine the Light Raymond Wise
Audience and Performers Together

Led by Dr. Raymond Wise
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MEET THE ARTISTS

Gerald Sousa (Music Director) has held the position of 
BCS Artistic Director since 1989. Dr. Sousa received his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and his doctorate in Choral 
Conducting, summa cum laude, from Indiana University. 
He has held positions at the University of New Orleans, 
Dartmouth College, and the University of North Carolina, 
and has performed professionally at the Aspen Summer 

Music Festival. Dr. Sousa is currently Director of Music at St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church in Bloomington, and is active as an arts advocate 
and technology consultant. He has served on the boards of local arts 
organizations, including the former Bloomington Area Arts Council, which he 
led as President for a number of years.

Raymond Wise, Ph. D., a native of Baltimore, Md., began his 
musical career at three, singing gospel music with his family 
singing group, “The Wise Singers.” Dr. Wise earned a B.F.A. in 
Music (Piano and Voice) from Denison University (Granville, 
Ohio). He did additional studies in Opera, Art, and German 
at the Institute for European Studies in Vienna, Austria, and 
African-American History, Music, and Dance at San Francisco 

State University in San Francisco, California. Dr. Wise earned his Master’s and 
Doctorate in Music Education from The Ohio State University. He currently 
serves on Indiana University’s faculty as a Professor of Practice in the African 
American African Diaspora Studies department. In addition, he serves as the 
Associate Director of the African American Arts Institute, an IU division de-
voted to African American music and dance performance. Dr. Wise conducts 
the African American Choral Ensemble, recently featured in the Emmy Award 
Winning PBS documentary “Amen: Music of the Black Church.”

Susan Swaney has been music director of Voces Novae 
since 1999 and artistic director since 2004. Swaney was 
music director for Cardinal Stage Company’s productions of 
West Side Story, Les Miserables and My Fair Lady, as well as 
Indiana University Ballet’s production of Twyla Tharp’s Sweet 
Fields, and Indiana University Theatre’s Pirates of Penzance. 
She is music director for the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Bloomington and founder of the Sing for Joy! senior citizen 

choir. Swaney also teaches voice in the musical theatre program of the 
Indiana University Department of Theatre, Drama, and Contemporary Dance 
and taught for many years in the Choral Department at the IU Jacobs School 
of Music. She received her doctorate in Choral Conducting from Indiana 
University’s Jacobs School of Music. She holds a Bachelor of Music degree 
in Music History and Violin from the University of Michigan and a Master of 
Music degree in Voice Performance from Indiana University.
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Two-time Grammy Award winner Sylvia McNair is as surprised 
as anyone that she survived more than 35 years in the music 
business singing opera, oratorio, musical theater and pops. 
Now retired from the Jacobs School of Music and almost all 
singing engagements, she devotes her time and energy to a 
retirement career in Bloomington, teaching English as a New 
Language through VITAL at the MCPL, working for the Area 10 
Agency on Aging’s Mobile Food Pantry, serving on the board 

for the Refugee Support Network, working closely with many RSN clients (and 
adopting a few), helping with The Violin Project at Fairview Elementary, hosting 
‘Sylvia & Friends’, a classical music radio show on WFIU, and hanging out 
with her beloved cocker spaniel Pearl. Local passions include supporting New 
Hope for Families (especially Lainey and Bert), her yoga practice, and of course 
singing in Voces Novae.

Sincere thanks to our concert underwriters
David and Bettie Sousa

Media Sponsor

Marietta Simpson, mezzosoprano, whose celebrated 
career includes performances with every major orchestra in 
the United States, as well as many prestigious international 
orchestras and opera companies, has sung with a long 
list of the world’s greatest conductors, including the late 
Loren Maazel, and Robert Shaw, with whom she made her 
Carnegie Hall debut. Her extensive discography includes 

Grammy nominated and award-winning recordings, like William Bolcom’s 
Songs of Innocence and Experience (Naxos). Her debut solo CD, Crooked 
Stick: Songs of My People (2019), a collection of spirituals, and WRTI’s 
Crooked Stick: the live concert received a 2020 Telly Award.  Marietta 
is currently Distinguished Rudy Professor of Music at Indiana University 
Jacobs School of Music, a fellow in the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and a member of the American Academy of Teachers of Singing. 
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Boys and Girls Club Art Exhibit

In the room adjacent to the concert space, you saw a gloriously 
colorful exhibit of artwork by children of The Boys & Girls Club of 
Bloomington (Lincoln Street). Centered on the theme for this evening’s 
celebration of hope and resilience, the exhibit, like our concert, is 
entitled “The Promise of Living,” after the choral work of the same 
name by composer Aaron Copland.

A few weeks back, members of the BCS visited the Club, where they 
performed a program of choral pieces and talked with the children 
about what the music and poetry means to them. The Promise of 
Living, with its message of cooperation, hard work, and love of your 
neighbor to get through difficult times, was the central piece in this 
presentation. In the following days, inspired by the music they heard, 
the children created the imaginative works of art on display this 
evening. 

We are grateful to the Boys & Girls Club, to Jack Laskey, and to each 
and every young artist who put their inspiration down on paper to 
share with us all. Let their inspiration be yours, as you experience the 
many works of promise, hope, and resilience in the music and words 
you will hear tonight.

Lisa Kurz, President
Jan Allen, Vice President
Justin Ahmann, Secretary
Scott Russell, Treasurer

Janice Bagwell
Michele Bergonzi
David Esarey
Elizabeth Hebbard
Jim Lawrence
Ian Pottmeyer
Suzanne Ryan-Melamed

BLOOMINGTON CHAMBER SINGERS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ex officio:
Gerry Sousa, Artistic Director

Karen Keagle, Development Director
Claire Tafoya, Assistant to the Director
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To order tickets, visit theatre.indiana.edu. 
Orders can also be placed in person at the IU Auditorium Box Office,  
open Monday–Friday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m., or by phone at (812)-855-1103.

Join us at the

LEE NORVELLE THEATRE  
AND DRAMA CENTER

on the corner of 

7th & EAGLESON

SOMETHING ROTTEN!
Book by Karey Kirkpatrick and John O’FarrellBook by Karey Kirkpatrick and John O’Farrell

Music and Lyrics by  Music and Lyrics by  
Wayne Kirkpatrick and Karey KirkpatrickWayne Kirkpatrick and Karey Kirkpatrick

Conceived by Karey Kirkpatrick and Wayne KirkpatrickConceived by Karey Kirkpatrick and Wayne Kirkpatrick

Directed and Choreographed by DJ GrayDirected and Choreographed by DJ Gray
Musical Direction by Brandon MagidMusical Direction by Brandon Magid

APRIL 14–22APRIL 14–22
R U T H  N .  H A L L S  T H E AT R ER U T H  N .  H A L L S  T H E AT R E
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wfiu.org/sylvia

Sundays at 8pm on

Saturdays at 10am on
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MEADOWOOD
2455 N. Tamarack Trail 
Bloomington, IN 47408   
812-336-7060 
www.MeadowoodRetirement.com
INDEPENDENT LIVING  
OUTPATIENT REHAB 
SHORT STAYS
©2021 Five Star Senior Living

You deserve the absolute 
best, and it’s all right here  
at Meadowood.

•  Five Star Dining Experience, 
offering Signature Recipes

• Lifestyle360 activity program 
for well-rounded days

• Free transportation to the 
performing arts

• Beautifully landscaped grounds 
to enjoy a leisurely stroll

Call 812-336-7060 to see how 
you can live the exceptional 
life today.

Live the  
Exceptional  
Life Today
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QUINTESSENCE 
GALLERY

Lawrence Family Glass Blowers 
Franklin House • P.O. Box 53 • Nashville, IN 47448

(812) 988-2600

www.lawrencefamilyglassblowers.com 
browncountyglass.com
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Book Tickets Today!
SeeConstellation.org

812.336.9300

A Riveting New Sports Drama

Directed By Reena Dutt

By KAREEM FAHMY

SeeConstellation.org     (812) 336-9300

MAR 23 - APR 8
at the Ted Jones Playhouse
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SUPPORTING

magbloom.com

Since 2006

Local 
CHARITIES

DIVERSITY
Local 

BUSINESSES

The
ARTS

SUPPORTING

magbloom.com

Since 2006
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BLOOMINGTON CHAMBER SINGERS
Gerald Sousa, Music Director 

Caio Lopes, Assistant Conductor 
Nara Lee, Accompanist

Sopranos
Jan Allen
Janice Bagwell
Michele Bergonzi
Linda Giedroc
Liz Hebbard
Abby Henkel
Patty Ingham
Carole MacKay
Patti Parkes
Kathy Powell
Carolyn Sowinski
Claire Tafoya
Mia Watts

Altos
Andrea Bridges
Dana Cattani
Alisha DiBuduo
Lisa Kurz
Suzanne Ryan- 
 Melamed
Ruth Sanders
Patricia Slabach
Stephanie Tokarz
Bernadette Zoss

Tenors
Justin Ahmann
Patrick Conklin
David Giedroc
Nathan 
 Krishnaswami
Ian Pottmeyer
James Ryan
Jason Wadsworth

Basses
Jay Adams
Mark Bauman
Daniel Cueto
David Esarey
Phylip Gardner
Andrew Kapsar
Jim Lawrence
Caio Lopes
David C. Rohlfing
Scott Russell
Doug L. Sprunger

Sopranos
Nia Boyd
Shenika John 
 Jordan
Kayla Conley
Kathiana 
 Dargenson
Deniyah Hubbard
McKenzie Jones
Shannon Master
Amaiya Morris
Jewels Nelson
Autumn Stevens

Altos
Tsehai Bean
Myah Clayborn
Faye Coy
Briana Flores
Marlexis Wilson
Cashmere Booker
Desiree Cousin
Luna DeCastro
Esra Ibil
Chyan Pace
Miracle Stewart
Allison Wadsworth

Tenors
Curtis Blair
Joshua Flowers
William Robison
Marcus Blackmon
Cortez Thomas

Basses
Marvin Allen
Eddie Malooley
Baki Adisa
Giovani Malcolm
Nicholas Philbeck
Keshuann 
 Tompkins-Barnes

IU AFRICAN AMERICAN CHORAL ENSEMBLE
Raymond Wise, Conductor 

Darren Collins, Drums 
James Douglas, Piano 

Wayne Allen, Auxiliary Keys
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Local. Trusted. Serving You.
That’s our song.

Federally insured by NCUA iucu.org  

IU Credit Union is a local, trusted financial cooperative with the 
mission of serving the needs of its members.

Open your account today and start enjoying the
benefits of membership.

We started a credit union
and created a community.

VOCES NOVAE CHAMBER CHOIR
Susan Swaney, Director 
Kim Carballo, Pianist

Sopranos
Molly Burke León
Alison Calhoun
Mary Craig
Abby Henkel
Maria Walker

Altos
Kit Boulding
Karen Gahl-Mills
Sally Gaskill
Sylvia McNair
Amy Osajima
Susie Sullivan

Tenors
Michael Grubb
Cindy Kallet
Nathan 
 Krishnaswami
Steven Lawrie
Regan Starr

Basses
Mark Chilla
Scott Grieb
Grey Larsen
Gabriel Lubell
Greg Moore
Mark Schultz
Wilson Shitandi
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Bloomington Chamber Singers thanks 

OUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTORS
whose ongoing support enables us to fulfill our mission to provide excellence 
in performance, education, and community engagement in the belief that 
choral singing nurtures the human spirit.

Continued on page 20

SEASON UNDERWRITERS 
($5000 and up)
Lisa Kurz
David and Karen Rohlfing
Ruth and Scott Sanders
David and Bettie Sousa 
 Concert underwriters, in honor of 
 Gerry Sousa and Jan Harrington

SEASON BENEFACTORS ($1000–4999)
David and Kari Esarey
Carole and David MacKay
Nancy M. Mathews and 
 Ingrid R. Montecino 
 in honor of Siri Montecino
Kathy and Randy Powell
Gerald Sousa and Jan Harrington 
 Concert underwriters
Barrie and Margaret Zimmerman 
 in memory of Ted Jones

SEASON SPONSORS ($500–999)
David and Linda Giedroc
Jim Lawrence
Karen A. Nelson

SEASON PATRONS ($250–499)
Justin T. Ahmann
Janice Bagwell

Michele M. Bergonzi and Betsy Burleigh
Stephen C. and Jo Ellen Ham
Carolyn and Jim Sowinski
Mariella Stout
Bernadette and Tom Zoss

SEASON FRIENDS ($100–249)
Malcolm Abrams
Jay and Karen Adams
Thomas A. Albright
David and Joan Austin
Mark and Mary Clare Bauman
Elizabeth Boling
Cathleen Cameron
Dana and Kyle Cattani
John Collins
Mary Alice Cox and Jim Koch
Richard and Barbara Dearborn 
 in honor of Virginia Dearborn
Melinda Doster
Elaine Caldwell Emmi and Phil Emmi
Sally J. Gaskill
Tom and Diane Gregory
Alan Harler
Dan and Beth Henkel
Kristen Hess
Margaret Holden
Patty Ingham and Doug Moore
Kate Kroll

“Dad Couldn’t Remember How to Get Home.” 

1211 N. College Ave. 
Bloomington, Indiana 47404 
812.323.8300 | www.LikeLawGroup.com 

Call us today for a no-obligation caring consultation to understand the 
legal steps you should take to protect your assets, and your family, from 
the high cost of long-term care and to request more information. 

An estimated 5.3 million Americans have Alzheimer’s disease. This number will   
continue to grow.  By 2050, 11.3 million to 16 million people will  have the disease.   

A person with Alzheimer’s disease will live an average of 8 years and as many                
as 20 years or more from the onset of the symptoms.   

               Half of all nursing home residents have Alzheimer’s disease or a related 
condition.  

                    The average cost of nursing home care is over $80,000 per year. 
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Time for a change?  

Recently remodeled 2 and 3 bedroom apartments 
and townhomes are available. Reach out to us at  

812 822-0198 or hydeparkoffice.pmg@gmail.com 
to set up a showing. Come see your new home! 

 LLooccaallllyy  oowwnneedd  aanndd  ooppeerraatteedd. 

A Special Thank You
Long-time donors David and Bettie Sousa are pleased to 

support the outstanding work of BCS and to encourage 
others to give to the choir by matching gifts to BCS of $1,000 to 

$2,500 from new donors. Building long-term support for BCS is their 
goal. We thank them for their generosity! 

Many thanks to donors who have responded to the matching gift and 
supported this concert:

Nancy Mathews and Ingrid Montecino 
In honor of Siri Montecino 

Karen A. Nelson 
Sally Gaskill
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Beverly McGahey
Emanuel Mickel, Jr.
Dorothy A. R. Owen
Cinda and Jack Pottmeyer
   In honor of Ian Pottmeyer
Scott Russell
Suzanne Ryan-Melamed
Irene Sousa 
Susan and Paul Sullivan
Claire and John Tafoya
Nancy Walker
Michael Welber 
Nancy B. White
Helen P. Wiesler

FRIENDS (to $99)
Anonymous
Jan and Don Allen
Lisa Amsler
Babette S. Ballinger
Bonnie and Russell Boulding
Marilyn G. Bridges
Judie and Richard Crane 
Tanya Dailey
Alisha DiBuduo
Cheryl Engber
Don and Sandra Freund

Robin Gress
Elizabeth Hebbard
Abby Henkel and Jess Roman
Tim and Elma Jessen
Karen Keagle and Allen Hahn
James Madison
Mark McHugh
David McKillip
Patti Parkes
Mary Penzien
Diane G. Rivera
Thomas M. Roznowski
Vickie Rust
James Ryan
Sean P. Ryan
Stan and Sue Shapiro
Frances Shelley
Susan Shiffrin
Patricia and Richard Slabach
Carrol J. Stencel
Darcy D. Wadsworth 
 in memory of Jerald L. Wadsworth
Jason Wadsworth
Stuart Yoak
Charlotte Zietlow 
 in honor of Jan Harrington

Individual Donors (continued)

CORPORATE BENEFACTORS
Bloom Magazine
Clendening, Johnson & Bohrer
Old National Bank

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Bloomington True Value Hardware
C.H. Douglas & Gray Wealth Management
Hyde Park Apartments
IU Credit Union
Lawrence Family Glass Blowers, Inc.
Meadowood Retirement Community
Morgenstern Books

CORPORATE PATRONS
German American
Hoosier Hills Credit Union
Innovative Financial Solutions
Like Law Group
Sharp Designs, Inc.
World Wide Automotive Service

CORPORATE FRIENDS
AmazonSmile
The Kroger Company
Precision Eye Group, PC
Unraveled Quilt Store

CORPORATE PARTNERS 
for our 2022–23 Season
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GRANTS
Bloomington Arts Commission

Allen Whitehill Clowes Charitable Foundation
Indiana Arts Commission/National Endowment for the Arts/ 

Brown County Community Foundation
Psi Iota Xi, Zeta Chapter

Smithville Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Bloomington Thrift Shop 
Psi Iota Xi

The Bloomington Thrift Shop is owned and operated by Psi Iota Psi, a 
philanthropic organization. Sales raise funds for worthy causes and the 
needy in Monroe County, through scholarships and grants. We resell 
quality used merchandise: clothing, jewelry, accessories, housewares, 
furniture and more! Your donations and purchase dollars to our nonprofit 
business stay local. Your support directly benefits YOUR community.
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GRANT AGENCIES SUSTAINING THE ARTS 
IN OUR COMMUNITY
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849 S Auto Mall Rd, Bloomington, IN
Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 9:00 pm, Sun 11:00 am - 7:00 pm

(812) 676-7323 

Be independent. Shine your light. 
See you at Morgenstern’s... again!

1991 - 1996 EST. 2021

Rick Morgenstern
Co-owner

Samantha Eads
Co-owner

Sign up for our newsletter at morgensternbooks.com

Photo: Emily Hurley

357 E. Winslow Road | Bloomington, IN  47401  
812.337.1999
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CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

PROUD SUPPORTER OF

TheBloomington 

Chamber Singers

smithvillefoundation.org
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